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Senator Cullom, although a party associate of Ed-
munds, was pleased that the President had selected
an Illinois jurist and he was determined that, if he
could help it, Edmunds should not have the New
England candidate appointed. He therefore ap-
pealed to the committee to do something about
the nomination, either one way or the other. The
committee finally reported the nomination to the
Senate without recommendation. When the mat-
ter came up in executive session, ''Senator Ed-
munds at once took the floor and attacked Judge
Fuller most viciously as having sympathized with
the rebellion." But Cullom was primed to meet
that argument. He had been furnished with a copy
of a speech attacking President Lincoln which
Phelps had delivered during the war, and he now
read it to the Senate," much to the chagrin and mor-
tification of Senator Edmunds." Cullom relates
that the Democrats in the Senate enjoyed the scene.
"Naturally, it appeared to them a very funny per-
formance, two Republicans quarreling over the con-
firmation of a Democrat. They sat silent, however,
and took no part at all in the debate, leaving us Re-
publicans to settle it among ourselves." The result
of the Republican split was that the nomination of
Fuller was confirmed "by a substantial majority."